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Viewpoint: What the US can learn from Sri Lanka’s disastrous
‘green’ embrace of anti-GMO hysteria?

Chabdre Dharna-Wardana | RealClearMarkets | January 20, 2023

==

Credit: Wirestock via Freepik

Since Sri Lanka’s independence in 1948, its agricultural policies focused on

reaching self-sufficiency in food production. Thanks to chemical fertilizers, pesticides,
modern hybrid seeds, and bold irrigation schemes, Sri Lanka essentially achieved this
goal.

At least that was so until April 2021, when ex-president Gotabaya Rajapaksa banned
agrochemicals, boasting to make Sri Lanka the world’s first 100% organic country.
Production quickly dropped by 4£0%. When he fled the country due to riots in July, 7 out
of 10 families were cutting down on food, and 1.7 million Lankan children risked dying
from malnutrition.
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Follow the latest news and policy debates on sustainable agriculture,
biomedicine, and other ‘disruptive’ innovations. Subscribe to our
newsletter.

SIGN UP

This political turmoil and agricultural collapse were triggered in Sri Lanka by
fearmongering organic ideologues: the likes of Vandana Shiva in India, and activists
like Dr. Ranil Senanayake, who recently came out of the ashes to re-scare Sri Lankans
back into its ruinous organic policies.

Organic-friendly agrochemical policies cater to wealthy elites demanding choice foods
from limited harvests. Meanwhile, ordinary farmers and citizens in Sri Lanka and other
nations struggling with dense populations face famine. Even Europe and America, if
divested of its agrochemicals, would face the harvests of the Dust Bowl era and struggle
with famine, pestilence, and instability.

American leaders should not follow Sri Lanka’s or the EU’s footsteps. When
scaremongering — not science — determines agricultural policies, citizens go hungry.

This is an excerpt. Read the original post here

The GLP featured this original article or report from a publishing partner or curated excerpt to
reflect the diversity of news, opinion and analysis of science innovation to stimulate constructive
discourse and inform policy debates. We as a nonprofit do not take ideological positions on issues.
The views represent those of the individual authors. We welcome diverse perspectives, and
encourage submissions. Selected excerpts, videos, photographs and graphics are posted under
Fair Use guidelines.
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& Policy Solutions
Jeffery Reagan
It affects 50 million Americans, and for now it’s incurable. Here’s what we know

about the ear ringing disorder tinnitus — and its possible links to COVID-19 and
vaccines

Kevin Folta

‘Free to fabricate’ or ‘barred from teaching’? Discord over COVID underscores

threats to academic freedom — and the public
More...

! ? 72 GLP Podcasts

More...

Podcast: ‘Disinformation feedback loop’ — GLP’s Jon Entine and geneticist
Kevin Folta expose web of anti-biotech groups — and their anti-vaxx, cult-
promoting funding sources

Jon Entine, Kevin Folta | January 27, 2023

GLP Facts and Fallacies Podcast and Video: ‘Industrial’ farming unsustainable?
Junk science and academic freedom; Oxalate, the new dietary bogeyman

Cameron English, Kevin Folta | January 26, 2023
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Video: Thanks to a rare mutation, this man is helping science understand the importance of
feeling pain
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Infographic: Did you know the human body is made up of zinc, copper and cobalt? Here are

the chemicals that make up who we are

The human body is a miraculous, well-oiled, and exceptionally complex machine. It requires a multitude of

functioning parts to come ...
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